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Pursuant to the Court’s April 14, 2022 Order, ECF No. 44, the parties submit this joint
status report regarding upcoming Hungry Ridge Project activities.

Background:

On March 15, 2022, Federal Defendants provided a notice to the Court regarding
upcoming activities on the Hungry Ridge project, which is one of the two projects challenged in
this litigation. ECF No. 40. In that filing, Federal Defendants advised that on February 11, 2022,
the Forest Service finalized the contract for the “Run of the Mill” timber sale within the Hungry
Ridge project area and subsequently suspended all contract operations until May 1, 2022. Since
suspending the contract, the parties have discussed a potential agreement to begin limited
operations on the Run of the Mill sale, with the goal of avoiding emergency motion practice
prior to a ruling on the parties’ cross-motions for summary judgment. Federal Defendants
initially submitted a proposal for limited operations that included helicopter logging of one unit
and tractor and shovel logging in four other units. Plaintiff did not agree to the proposal, and the
Forest Service responded by proposing moving forward with the logging of one helicopter unit in
connection with extending the suspension of all other contract activities to June 15, 2022.
Plaintiff also did not agree to that proposal, but requested additional information from the
agency, and the parties continued a dialog on these issues.

On April 4, 2022, Federal Defendants notified the Court that it planned to extend the
suspension to June 1, 2022, in order to allow additional time for the parties to reach an
agreement on limited operations and avoid emergency motion practice contemporaneous with
preparing for the then-scheduled April 18 hearing on the summary judgment motions. ECF No.
41. On April 14, 2022, the Court continued the April 18 hearing to June 3 and ordered the

parties to provide a joint status report regarding upcoming activities on the Hungry Ridge
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Project, and any agreements reached concerning a continuation of the suspension on project
activities currently set to expire on June 1, 2022. ECF No. 44.

Status of Hungry Ridge Activities and Suspension:

Following the telephone conference on April 14, 2022, the parties continued their
discussions in an effort to avoid emergency motion practice. Through counsel, Plaintiff
indicated a willingness to consider limited operations that did not involve cutting any timber.
Accordingly, the Forest Service proposed further extending the general suspension of operations
to July 5, 2022, while moving forward only with road and restoration work on forest road 309.
Limited operations would include snow plowing to junction of 309G to facilitate drying of the
road bed and road reconstruction and pre-haul maintenance, which includes road reconditioning,
improvements to drainage features, and culvert replacement. Plaintiff agreed to the
aforementioned limited activities. In sum, at this time the Run of the Mill contract will be
suspended through July 4, 2022, with the exception of the previously described work on forest

road 309.

Respectfully submitted on this 6th day of May, 2022.
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