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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 

GREAT FALLS DIVISION 
    

INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL 

NETWORK and NORTH COAST RIVERS 

ALLIANCE,  

Plaintiffs,  

vs.  

PRESIDENT JOSEPH R. BIDEN, et al.,  

Defendants, 

TRANSCANADA KEYSTONE PIPELINE, 

LP, a Delaware limited partnership, and TC 

ENERGY CORPORATION, a Canadian 

Public company, 

Defendant-Intervenors. 

  

CV 19-28-GF-BMM 

TC ENERGY CORPORATION 

AND TRANSCANADA 

KEYSTONE PIPELINE, LP’S 

STATUS REPORT 
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Defendants TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, L.P. and TC Energy 

Corporation (jointly “TC Energy”) respectfully submit this status report to provide 

the Court with an update concerning activities and decisions pertaining to the 

Keystone XL Pipeline Project (“Project”). This report addresses developments 

since TC Energy’s last status report of August 4, 2021, specifically TC Energy’s 

plans to remove the buried segment of the pipeline at the international border and 

to relinquish the right-of-way grant and temporary use permit acquired from the 

Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) for the Project. 

On August 31, 2021, the BLM approved TC Energy’s decommissioning 

plan and authorized removal of the buried pipeline pursuant to the 

decommissioning plan and additional stipulations imposed by BLM. See 

Attachment A. Additionally, on September 2, 2021, BLM approved TC Energy’s 

request to relinquish its right-of-way and temporary use permit over federal lands 

beyond the segment of land at the international border. See Attachment B. 

On September 3, 2021, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality  

also approved TC Energy’s decommissioning plan. See Attachment C. Following 

this approval, TC Energy engaged a contractor to perform the work. 

TC Energy plans to begin ground-disturbing activities on September 22, 

2021, and to complete removal of the pipeline and restoration of the land in 
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accordance with the decommissioning plan and BLM stipulations in November 

2021. 

When this removal and restoration work is completed, TC Energy will 

relinquish to BLM the last portion of its right-of-way over the land at the 

international border. 

 

Dated: September 17, 2021 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

CROWLEY FLECK PLLP 

 

/s/ Jeffery J. Oven   

Jeffery J. Oven 

Mark L. Stermitz 

Jeffrey M. Roth 

490 North 31st Street, Ste. 500  

Billings, MT 59103-2529  

Telephone: 406-252-3441 

Email: joven@crowleyfleck.com 

mstermitz@crowleyfleck.com 

jroth@jcrowleyfleck.com 

 

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP 

 

/s/ Peter C. Whitfield   

Peter C. Whitfield 

Joseph R. Guerra 

1501 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20005 

Telephone: 202-736-8000 

Email: pwhitfield@sidley.com 

jguerra@sidley.com 

 

Counsel for TransCanada Keystone Pipeline LP and TC Energy Corporation 

Case 4:19-cv-00028-BMM   Document 176   Filed 09/17/21   Page 3 of 13



 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.1(d)(2)(E), I certify that this filing contains 317 

words, excluding the caption and certificates of service and compliance. 

/s/ Jeffery J. Oven  

Jeffery J. Oven 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I electronically served today a copy of the foregoing by 

using the Court’s CM/ECF system on all counsel of record. 

 /s/ Jeffery J. Oven  

Jeffery J. Oven 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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From: Jones, Craig <crajones@mt.gov>
Sent: Friday, September 03, 2021 5:26 PM
To: Michael Schmaltz; Meera Kothari; Jim White; John Muehlhausen; Jon Schmidt
Cc: Tim Drake; Stephanie Pesek; clarenceruhland@hotmail.com; Strait, James
Subject: [EXTERNAL] MT DEQ's Approval of KXL's Decommissioning IP

EXTERNAL EMAIL: PROCEED WITH CAUTION. 
This e‐mail has originated from outside of the organization. Do not respond, click on links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender or know the content is safe. If this email looks suspicious, report it. 

Keystone staff, 

This email serves as Montana DEQ's approval of Keystone's Pipeline and Facility Decommissioning 
Implementation Plan, dated August 16, 2021.  Then subsequently supplemented with the Responses 
to Comments for Decommissioning IP, dated 8/31/21 and email of J. Schmidt to C. Jones, dated 
9/3/21.  

Please notify MDEQ and MDEQ's on-site inspector, Clarence Ruhland, of the kickoff meeting and 
location.  

Thanks.  

Craig Jones 
MEPA/MFSA Coordinator 
Office 406‐444‐0514 Cell Phone: 406‐465‐1168 
Mailing Address: PO Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620‐0901 
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