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SACRAMENTO CRUDE TRANSPORT PROJECT
STOPPED DEAD IN ITS TRACKS

Victory: Inter-State Oil Company agrees to surrender illegal permit
to transfer volatile crude oil by rail to truck
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A train used for the transport of crude oil in California.
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— Suma Peesapati
Attorney, Earthjustice

OCTOBER 22, 2014

Sacramento, CA — Just one month after Earthjustice filed a lawsuit on
behalf of Sierra Club challenging the Sacramento air district for rubber-
stamping permits allowing Inter-State Oil Company to transfer Bakken crude
oil from rail to truck without public or environmental review, the agency
reversed course telling the oil company to cease all crude trans-loading
operations. Today, Inter-State responded in a letter to the Sacramento
Metropolitan Air Quality Management District saying the company will stop
handling crude as of November 14.

“This is the first crude transport project that has been stopped dead in its
tracks in California,” said Suma Peesapati, Earthjustice attorney. "This is a
victory for the health and safety of the people of Sacramento, for
communities along the path of the trucks hauling this dangerous product to
the bay area, and for the refinery communities where the crude is eventually
processed. It signals that industry and government may not benefit from a
lack of transparency and play dice with the lives of people who live along the
paths of these dangerous oil trains.”

Earthjustice filed the lawsuit on behalf of the Sierra Club on September 23,
holding the air district and Inter-State Oil accountable for neglecting to
consider the risk to public health and safety of the project. The lawsuit also
challenged the air district for eschewing obligations for review under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) despite the fact that the project
would have significant increases in air pollutants, including toxic air
contaminants. Inits letter to Inter-State, the Air District admitted that the
permits were issued in error since the operation involved emissions
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increases necessitating the best available pollution controls. Earthjustice’s
lawsuit alleged that these emissions increases also triggered public notice
and environmental review under CEQA.

The air district first issued a permit to Inter-State to trans-load crude from
rail to truck on March 27, however according to an investigation by the
Sacramento Bee, the company had been illegally trans-loading crude
without a permit as early as six month before that date. No notice was given
to local fire and emergency responders or other officials about the handling
of this highly flammable substance just 7 miles north of the California state
capital.

“This is a huge victory for Sacramento residents and communities across
California who are put in harm's way by trains carrying volatile, hazardous
crude that are known to derail and explode,” said Devorah Ancel, Sierra
Club staff attorney. “Local, state and federal governments must take further
immediate action to notify the public when hazardous crude is railed
through their communities and to ban the use of unsafe DOT 111 tank cars.”

As a result of today’s victory, Sacramento Superior Court is expected to
dismiss the lawsuit.
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STOP THIS TAR SANDS OIL TRAIN IN ITS TRACKS

“Household air pollution alone kills more people every year than malaria,
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS combined.”

- JONATHAN MINGLE
Author of Fire & Ice: Soot, Solidarity and Survival on the Roof of the World.

THE STORIES TO READ ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The Climate Story of a Farmworker’'s Daughter
Calling All Mothers in a Climate Crisis

TAKE Stop this tar sands oil train in its tracks
ACTION

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW THIS WEEK
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Federal Government Acts To Protect Maui Beaches From Pollution
Defending San Francisco Bay Area Communities from Polluters

The Climate Story of a Farmworker’s Daughter

ABOUT EARTHJUSTICE

Earthjustice is the premier nonprofit environmental law organization. We wield the
power of law and the strength of partnership to protect people’s health, to preserve
magnificent places and wildlife, to advance clean energy, and to combat climate
change. We are here because the earth needs a good lawyer.
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